
                                         

Academic Eligibility Requirements by Division (November 2019) 
 

NCAA Division I 

The following requirements are for all athletes who want to play NCAA DI sports and receive an 

athletic scholarship. 99% of athletes who meet the DI requirements will also be eligible at other 

division levels. It’s important to remember that just because you meet the academic requirements 

of the NCAA, you are not guaranteed to gain admission into the school of your choice. Here are 

the current NCAA DI requirements for athlete graduating in the class of 2019 or later. 

1. You must graduate from high school 

 

2. You must complete 16 core courses and receive a minimum GPA of 2.3 in those courses. 

The core course requirements are as follows 4 years of English, 3 years of Math (Algebra 

1 or higher), 2 years of Natural or Physical Science, 2 years of Social Science, 1 additional 

year of English, Math or Natural/Physical Science, 2 years of Social Science and 4 

additional years of English, Math or Natural/Physical Science, Social Science, Foreign 

Language, Comparative Religion or Philosophy 

 

3. You must complete 10 core courses, including 7 in English, Math or Natural/Physical 

Science, before your seventh semester. Once you begin your seventh semester, you may 

not repeat or replace any of those 10 courses to improve your core-course GPA 

 

4. Earn an SAT combined score or ACT sum score matching your core-course GPA on the 

Division I sliding scale, which balances your test score and core-course GPA. If you have 

a low-test score, you need a higher core-course GPA to be eligible. If you have a low core-

course GPA, you need a higher test score to be eligible 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                         

 

NCAA Division II 

The requirements to play NCAA DII sports and receive a scholarship are lower than the DI level. 

All eligible DI athletes are eligible at the DII level. If you don’t meet the DI requirements but meet 

the requirements below, you can compete at the NCAA DII level. 

1. You must graduate from high school 

2. You must complete 16 core courses and receive a minimum GPA of 2.2 

3. The core course requirements are as follows 3 years of English, 2 years of Math (Algebra 

1 or higher), 2 years of Natural or Physical Science, 2 years of Social Science, 3 additional 

years of English, Math or Natural or Physical Science and 4 additional years of English, 

Math, Natural or Physical Science, Social Science, Foreign Language, Comparative 

Religion or Philosophy 

4. You must take the SAT or ACT 

5. Earn an SAT Combined score or ACT sum score matching your core-course GPA on the 

Division II sliding scale, which balances your test score and core-course GPA. If you have 

a low-test score, you need a higher core-course GPA to be eligible. If you have a low core-

course GPA, you need a higher test score to be eligible 

 

NCAA Division III 

If you are going to compete at the NCAA DIII level you do not need to register with the NCAA. 

The NCAA has no academic requirements for DIII athletes. Each university sets their own 

academic standards for student athletes and financial aid. It is best to contact the coaches at the 

DIII universities you are interested and get the standards from them. 

 
 
 


